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Abstract:

The human predicament--climate disruption, loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services, toxification of the
planet, the potential impacts of nuclear war, and social and economic inequities that impede solutions to
escalating environmental problems--has been amply described. Although the steps needed to solve the
predicament are clear, few have been taken--even as the situation steadily declines. The trend in
greenhouse gas emissions has continued rapidly upward. The extermination of biodiversity and loss of
natural services has proceeded unabated. The number of hungry people has hit an all-time high, which
means that so has the number of immune-compromised individuals. That, combined with continued rapid
population growth, increases the probabilities of vast epidemics. In Asia, melting of the Himalayan water
tower and rising temperatures threaten the food supply of 1.6 billion people whose countries are armed with
nuclear weapons. There also have been increasing signs of great toxic peril for humanity and its life-support
systems, with a growing threat from the release of hormone-disrupting chemicals that could even be shifting
the human sex ratio and reducing sperm counts.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2850377

Resource Description

Communication: &

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: &

audience to whom the resource is directed

Public, Researcher

Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Ecosystem Changes, Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature: ™

resource focuses on specific type of geography
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None or Unspecified

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Global or Unspecified

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
General Health Impact

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Mitigation

Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource
Policy/Opinion

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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